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CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

The next ENVI meetings will take place 
on the 11 and 12 October, in Brussels, 
and will start with the very sensitive 
topic of Monsanto papers and 
glyphosate. The joint public hearing 
with the AGRI Committee on the issue 
will allow Members to discuss with 
experts the credibility of scientific 
studies behind the decision of US 
regulatory agencies to authorise the 
weed killer Roundup®, Monsanto's 

highest-profile product, based on the active substance glyphosate, as 
well as the conclusions of the EU risk assessment by the European 
Food Safety Authority (EFSA) and the European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA) on its active substance glyphosate.  

Members will also exchange their views with Commission Vice-
President Katainen, responsible for Jobs, Growth, Investment and 
Competitiveness, on the implementation of the 2017 Commission 
Work Programme and the priorities for 2018. 

We will then vote on a resolution on the Nature Action Plan which aims 
to rapidly improve the implementation of the Nature Directives and 
accelerate progress towards the EU 2020 goal of halting and reversing 
the loss of biodiversity.  

Finally, we will also vote on a resolution on the Environment 
Implementation Review, a new tool the Commission launched to 
improve implementation of EU environmental law and policy, giving 
our input on how to find solutions to implementation gaps. 

Follow our discussions live and get involved in the debate at 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html 
 
Adina-Ioana Vălean 

 

 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

 

Votes: 

 Proportionality test before adoption of new regulation of 
professions 

 Implementation of the European Disability Strategy  

 Accelerating Clean Energy Innovation 

 Environment Implementation Review  

 Action Plan for nature, people and economy 
 
Exchange of views: 

 with the Commission and EFSA on GMO Environmental Risk 
Assessment (ERA) criteria 

 Hearing of the candidate for the function of Executive Director of 
ECHA 

 with Mr Jyrki Katainen, European Commission Vice-President 
responsible for Jobs, Growth, Investment and Competitiveness, 
as part of the structured dialogue  

 with the Commission on the draft Delegated Act on scientific 
criteria for endocrine disruptors  

 
Public hearing: 

 Joint ENVI-AGRI public hearing on "The Monsanto papers and 
glyphosate” 

  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
19 October 2017 (Brussels); For future meetings see 2017 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia library and you can 
also download the extracts of speeches. 

 
More information 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or 
visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

 

Subscription 
To receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with the subject 
"newsletter" to envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu. To sign up for 
ENVI committee press releases or for media enquiries, please write to 
envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, information notes and 
workshop proceedings; to contact them, write to Poldep-Economy-
Science@europarl.europa.eu. The European Parliamentary Research 
Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the area of environment, 
public health and food safety. You can find all the latest publications on 
the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37324/ADINA-IOANA_VALEAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/106847/ENVI%202017.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
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VOTES 

Environment Implementation Review  

Vote on motion for a resolution (see meeting documents) 

On 3 February 2017 the Commission 
published the first edition of the 
Environmental Implementation 
Review (EIR) with the aim to provide 
an overview of how Member States 
are implementing EU environmental 
law and to support them if necessary. 

The publication includes 28 country reports, a Commission summary 
of the most common problems, the common root causes and 
suggestions for improvement. The draft motion for resolution 
addresses, inter alia, key issues as the need to put implementation 
problems high on the political agenda and to create a structured 
implementation dialogue; to increase the coherence of the EU action 
by linking the EIR to the European Semester, the 7th Environment 
Action Plan and the Sustainable Development Goals; to include 
important areas such as climate change, chemicals and industrial 
emissions in future versions of EIR; to increase data comparability; and 
to exchange best practices and peer-to-peer review among national 
authorities. 78 amendments have been tabled. 

Co-rapporteurs: Pietikäinen (EPP), Bonafé (S&D), Demesmaeker (ECR), Gerbrandy 

(ALDE), Flanagan (GUE/NGL), Javor (Greens/EFA) 

Action Plan for nature, people and economy 

Vote on motion for a resolution (see meeting documents) 

The Commission’s Action Plan for 
nature, people and the economy 
aims to rapidly improve practical 
implementation of the Nature 
Directives and accelerate progress 
towards the EU 2020 goal of halting 
and reversing the loss of 
biodiversity and ecosystem 

services. The action plan covers four priority areas with 15 concrete 
actions. Most actions will be launched in 2017 so that the Commission 
can report on their delivery before the end of its current mandate in 
2019. The draft motion for resolution stresses the importance of 
taking immediate, substantial and additional efforts in order to 
achieve the 2020  targets, of involving all actors, including civil society, 
of improving coherence with the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), 
and of ensuring adequate funding for biodiversity and nature 
conservation. In addition, the resolution calls on the Commission to 
come forward with several proposals, including an EU initiative on 
pollinators, a new legislative proposal on minimum standards for 
access to judicial review, and a proposal for the development of a 
Trans-European Network for Green Infrastructure (TEN-G). A total of 
110 amendments were tabled.  

Co-Rapporteurs: Dorfmann (EPP), Kadenbach (S&D), Demesmaeker (ECR), 

Gerbrandy (ALDE), Boylan (GUE), Javor (Greens/EFA) 

Proportionality test before adoption of new regulation 
of professions  

Vote on legislative opinion (see meeting documents) 

The proposed Directive lays down rules 
on a common framework for conducting 
proportionality assessments before 
introducing new, or modifying existing, 
legislative, regulatory or administrative 
provisions restricting access to or pursuit 
of regulated professions (‘ex ante 
proportionality tests’). In particular, the 
Professional Qualification Directive 
(2005/36/EC) introduced a transparency and mutual evaluation 
exercise between Member States of all their regulated professions, 
which appears to be challenging for some Member States due to the 
lack of a common framework. Therefore the proposed directive aims 
at facilitating that task and to guarantee that Member States 
implement the proportionality test in an equivalent manner. In her 
draft opinion, the Rapporteur proposed to exclude health professions 
from the scope of the proposed directive, given the public service 
nature of the healthcare professions, whose specific nature has not, in 
her view, been sufficiently taken into account. Although the 
proportionality requirement set out in the Professional Qualification 
Directive also applies to regulations of healthcare professionals, the 
Rapporteur considered not appropriate to introduce a systematic, ex-
ante proportionality test. 119 amendments have been tabled to the 
draft opinion. 

Rapporteur: Grossetête (PPE) 

Co-rapporteurs: Dorfmann (EPP), Kadenbach (S&D), Demesmaeker (ECR), Gerbrandy 

(ALDE), Boylan (GUE), Javor (Greens/EFA) 

 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

Exchange of views with the Commission and EFSA on 
GMO Environmental Risk Assessment (ERA) criteria 

The deliberate release of genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs) in the EU 
is subject to a notification and 
approval process. In order to protect 
human health and the environment 
from GMO related risks, an 
environmental risk assessment (ERA) 
must be carried out. The principles for the ERA are laid out in Annex II 
to Directive 2001/18/EC on the deliberate release of GMOs in the 
environment. These principles are to be applied both under Directive 
2001/18/EC (covering cultivation and the placing on the market of 
GMOs other than food and feed) and Regulation 1829/2003 (on GMO 
food and feed), with EFSA playing a central role in this context. A 
revision of the ERA has been called for since a long time. On 4 
December 2008, the Council adopted Conclusions on GMOs stressing 
the need to update and strengthen the environmental risk assessment 
of GMOs, in particular concerning the assessment of long-term 

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201710/ENVI/ENVI(2017)1011_1/sitt-6842386
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/40599/Sirpa_PIETIKÄINEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124814/SIMONA_BONAFE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/117477/MARK_DEMESMAEKER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124985/LUKE+MING_FLANAGAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124721/BENEDEK_JAVOR_home.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201710/ENVI/ENVI(2017)1011_1/sitt-6842386
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96787/HERBERT_DORFMANN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97014/Karin_KADENBACH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/117477/MARK_DEMESMAEKER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124984/Lynn%20BOYLAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124721/BENEDEK_JAVOR_home.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201710/ENVI/ENVI(2017)1011_1/sitt-6842386
httphttp://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2025/Françoise_GROSSETÊTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96787/HERBERT_DORFMANN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97014/Karin_KADENBACH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/117477/MARK_DEMESMAEKER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124984/Lynn%20BOYLAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124721/BENEDEK_JAVOR_home.html
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environmental effects. Moreover, Article 3 of Directive (EU) 2015/412 
(amending Directive 2001/18/EC as regards the possibility for the 
Member States to restrict or prohibit the cultivation of GMOs in their 
territory) provides that, by 3 April 2017, the Commission has to update 
the Annexes to Directive 2001/18/EC as regards the environmental 
risk assessment with a view to incorporating and building upon the 
guidance adopted by EFSA in 2010. The Commission has recently come 
forward with a draft proposal which updates several annexes of 
Directive 2001/18/EC, including Annex II. This draft is currently being 
discussed in the Standing Committee and a vote is foreseen on 13 
October 2017. The measure is RPS.  

Hearing of the candidate for the function of Executive 
Director of ECHA 

The ECHA Management Board convened on 28-29 September and 
selected Mr Bjorn Gaarn HANSEN as the new Executive Director of the 
Agency. Mr Hansen has been Head of the Unit dealing with 
“Sustainable Chemicals” in Directorate B of DG Environment of the 
European Commission since 2012. Mr Hansen has been invited to 
make a statement before the European Parliament and to answer 
questions from Members before being appointed, as provided for in 
the REACH Regulation. The Executive Director is appointed for five 
years.  

Exchange of views with Mr Jyrki Katainen, European 
Commission Vice-President responsible for Jobs, 
Growth, Investment and Competitiveness, as part of the 
structured dialogue 

Vice-President Katainen is invited to the 
ENVI committee in the framework of the 
structured dialogue and in order to 
present the implementation of the 
Circular Economy Action Plan and the 
Biodiversity Strategy. The Vice-President is 

expected to report on the progress achieved in the implementation of 
the Circular Economy Action Plan which makes part of the Circular 
Economy Package. In particular, the Plan establishes a concrete 
programme of actions with regard to: eco-design and product policy; 
consumption; waste management; and secondary raw materials; and 
specific actions as regards: plastics; food waste; critical raw; biomass 
and bio-based products. In particular, before the end of the year the 
Commission should present its strategy for plastics and the legislative 
proposal for waste water. 

Exchange of views with the Commission on the draft 
Delegated Act on scientific criteria for endocrine 
disruptors  

Substances having endocrine disrupting properties are substances 
that alter functions of the body’s endocrine (hormone) system and 
hence may have harmfull effects on humans and wildlife. On 15 June 
2016, the Commission presented two draft acts setting out the 
scientific criteria for the determination of endocrine disruptors. The 

two acts fall under two different Regulations and have different 
procedures for setting the criteria - under the Biocide Regulation the 
act is a delegated act while under the Plant Protection Product 
Regulation (PPP-regulation) the act is an implementing act (regulatory 
procedure with scrutiny). ENVI adopted an objection to the 
implementing act on 28 September 2017 on the grounds that the 
Commission had exceeded its implementing powers by modifying an 
essential regulatory element of the PPP-regulation by adding a clause 
in the implementing act with the purpose of creating a derogation 
from the criterion whereby an active substance shall only be approved 
if it is not considered to have endocrine disrupting properties on non-
target organisms. The Commission proposes that a substance that 
deliberately works on a target organism via the endocrine system is 
not meant to be seen as an endocrine disrupter with respect to non-
target organisms of the same taxonomic phylum other than 
vertebrates. This clause has also been added to the delegated act. 
However, since the Biocide Regulation does not contain reference to 
non-target organisms, no objection has been raised to this act. It is 
however not leagally clear if the clause in question has any 
implications when it comes to the application of Article 19(4)(d) in the 
Biocide Regulation, which prohibits the authorisation of biocidal 
products for sale to the general public, if they have endocrine 
disrupting properties. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Joint ENVI-AGRI public hearing on "The Monsanto 
papers and glyphosate”  

Glyphosate is a widely used, but highly 
controversial plant protection product and 
the active substance in Monsanto's weed 
killer Roundup. EFSA and ECHA concluded 
that glyphosate is safe, while the 
International Agency for Research on 
Cancer classified it as “probably 
carcinogenic to humans”. At the hearing, 
the scientific basis for the risk assessment 
of glyphosate will be discussed, as well as 
the alleged influence of industry on this assessment in the US and the 
EU. The focus is on the so-called “Monsanto papers”. In the context of 
a US court case brought by plaintiffs claiming that their non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma were caused by exposure to glyphosate, internal Monsanto 
emails were released which suggest that the scientific assessment of 
glyphosate might have been influenced by Monsanto. The hearing 
should give a good insight into the matters at stake and provide 
Parliament with the necessary information to decide on possible 
follow-up action. The hearing takes place against the background of 
the debate over the renewal of glyphosate’s approval. The current EU 
approval of glyphosate expires on 15 December 2017, and the 
Commission has proposed a renewal for ten years. This proposal is 
being discussed in the Standing Committee on plants, animals, food 
and feed.



 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent Publications  
 Briefing on climate and energy policies in Poland  

 Briefing on the 1st Conference of the Parties to the Minamata 
Convention on mercury 

 Study on Green Public Procurement and the EU Action Plan for the 
Circular Economy 

 
Upcoming Publications 
 Workshop proceedings on "An Urgent Strong Antimicrobial Action 

Plan" 

 Workshop proceedings on "Autoimmune diseases – modern 
diseases" 

 Study on Implementing the Paris Agreement – New Challenges in 
View of the COP 23 Climate Change Conference 

 
Upcoming Events  
 Workshop on the first results of the LIFE programme 2014-2020 

(10.10.17, 10-12.30) 

 Workshop on Complementary and alternative therapies for 
patients today and tomorrow (16.10.17, 16-18.00 ) 

 
To request a hard copy of any publication please contact:  
Poldep-Economy-Science@ep.europa.eu 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

On 17 October the EEA will organise in Brussels a policy 
debate and the launch of its  new report "Climate change 
adaptation and disaster risk reduction in Europe - enhancing 
coherence of the knowledge base, policies and practices." 
The report stresses that stronger working links are needed 
between disaster risk reduction and climate change 

adaptation to improve prevention practices and response times to 
risks and dangers posed by heatwaves, forest fires or storm surges 
which are becoming increasingly frequent in wake of climate change. 
How can the EU best face this challenge? Registration 

 
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

A new section on the ECHA webpages provides 
information on the impact of the United Kingdom’s 
withdrawal from the European Union on the work of 
the Agency as well as advice to business operators in 

the format of questions and answers. More 
 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

EFSA has set up a webpage dedicated to the risk 
assessment of glyphosate. The webpage 
explains EFSA's role in the risk assessment 
procedure and assembles links to reports, 

statements and other documents. The latest EFSA statement concerns 
recent media reports on alleged "copy & paste", by the EU risk 
assessment bodies, of information provided by the companies 
applying for the renewed approval of glyphosate. In the statement, 

EFSA defended the robustness of the EU risk assessment and pointed 
out that the allegations were based on a misunderstanding of the peer 
review process. More 
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC)  

A recent ECDC study showed that while the rate of newly 
reported HIV cases in Europe remained steady in 
younger people, it increased by 2% each year overall in 
older people and nearly one in six new HIV diagnoses in 
Europe are among people over 50. With around 30 000 

newly diagnosed HIV infections each year over the last decade, the HIV 
epidemic remains a significant public health problem in the 31 
countries of the EU and EEA. More 
 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

EMA has published the information it submitted 
to the Commission in support of its assessment 
of the 19 Member States’ bids to host the 
Agency. This decision comes following the 

recent publication of isolated pieces of information circulating in the 
press in order to complete the picture and set the record straight. EMA 
has undertaken a thorough analysis of the bids against the criteria 
agreed by the EU27. To ensure the Agency remains operational and 
able to deliver on its mission after its relocation, the accessibility of the 
new seat for delegates and experts and staff retention are key, 
supported by adequate premises and facilities. More 
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